Discontinued drugs in 2005: schizophrenia drugs.
This paper is the third in a series discussing drugs dropped from development in 2005. Schizophrenia is particularly interesting with regard to pipeline discontinuation, and appears to be unique in this data set because the number of discontinuations far exceeds that for other neuropsychiatric conditions. If this is taken as a proxy for overall drug discovery activity, it represents a very large amount of activity across a wide range of big pharmaceutical corporations. It is also clear that many of the discontinued drugs have mechanisms of action that would make them theoretically suitable as treatments for schizophrenia. Why should so much activity be directed towards what many may consider an undeserving, relatively untreatable and relatively non-rehabilitatable group of patients? This is debated in this opinion piece.